‘Egyptian Civi

LEARNING OBJECTIVES _

o ldentify and locate the sites.of
Egyptian Civilisation on an outline
map of Egypt.

o Question, discuss and appreciate the
sources to know the civilisation.

« Compare the society then (in the past)
and now. )

o Appreciate the contribution of
Egyptian Civilisation in today’s world.

People along Africa’s Nile River formed a
rich and prosperous civilisation. The most
remarkable quality of the Egyptian Civilisation
was its longevity. It lasted for more than 2,000
years and left a lasting influence on the world.

Location

Egypt is located in the northeastern part of
Africa. The Egyptian Civilisation is one of the
oldest River Valley Civilisations. It flourished
on the banks of the river Nile, which flows
along the entire length of Egypt. Without the
river Nile, Egypt would have been a desert.

There is hardly any rainfall in E -
t. Egypt
therefore called the “Gift of Nile{;’.yp B

o
2B L,

lisation

TOPICS OF THE CHAPTER

° Ex'gent of the Civilisation

e Sources

e Kingdoms

o Society

o Contribution of the Egyptia
e Decline

* Greatest Extent of
Egyptian Empire
(18th dynasty,

c. 1560-12008.c.e.| Abu Simbel

|_Egyptian Civilisation

Remarkable ; Noticeable, extraordinary

Influence : The capacity to have an effect
development of something. :

i
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Kingdom — (2000 BCE -
1750 BCE) . uring this time tra e expanded.
Its end came about with

€ invasion of
nquered the Eg

Yptians,
gdom —

_ _ (1580 BCE -
This period lasted for aboyt 5

centuries after the Egyptian kings regained

the.ir lost territory, This period saw great
hleghts and the grang

eur of the Egyptian
Ings reached its peak. BYPY

| Painting — Nile Valley Civilisation /i )Enric

ch Your KnOWledge
Sources

Greek historian Herodotus named Egypt “The Gift -
of the Nile” The '
Historians have based their knowledge
of ancient Egyptian Civilisation

river Nile flooded annually, Wh
on the inscriptions and official
documents that they have discovered.
These documents are preserved even
today. Archaeological excavations
have brought to light several objects,

en

Society
for example, utensils, art objects, ' There were three distinct classes in the Egyptian
buildings, etc. Statue of Ushabti of society. (The king had unlimited powers and was the
l_Urml with inscription
Kingdoms

political and religious head of his people. He was
called the Pharaoh. He was considered to be God
Egyptian history is divided into three periods :

representative on earth, and his statues were installec
¢ The Old Kingdom — (3000 BCE - 2000 BCE):  in the temples, The people worshipped him as a Goc
This is known as the period of the pyramids.

The other privileged classes were the higher clergy, th
rich landowners and government officials.

LOld kingdom statue — Saqqara

uharaoh

Territory : Land owned by a particular kingdom.

Distinct : Clearly different,
Grandeur : Impressive because of beauty, size, power.

Pharaoh : Ruler of ancient Egypt.

History and Civics Class-6
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The rich

people lived in luxury; they lived in palatial
house

$ which were decorated beautifully. They led a
comfortable life and got all their work done by their

Servants. Precious jewellery and costly clothes were
worn by them.

Pause and think

The temp|e§ in Egypt contain statues of the
Pharaohs. Discuss why it was common practice

in ancient Egypt to put statues of Pharaohs in
temples.

The middle class included the rich merchants,
traders, skilled artisans, jewellers, etc. Teachers,
doctors, and writers were also included in this class.
The majority of Egyptians belonged to the lowest
class comprising peasants. At the lowest rung of the
social ladder came the slaves, a majority of whom
were prisoners of war.

Women were given respect. Though the family was
patriarchal, it was made sure that their rights were
protected. Rich women led a luxurious life but
women of poor families worked hard.

The common people led a difficult life. They had to
work for the rich for their survival and had to live
in small houses.)

Occupations

Agriculture was the chief occupation of the-

Egyptians. Other important occupations were
manufacture of weapons, furniture, jewellery,
perfume, glass ware and pottery. Trading was also
given importance. Trade was both internal and
foreign. Internal trade was carried on by road
whereas foreign trade was carried on by sea.

Wheat and linen were sent to Europe and Asia, and
timber and weapons were brought from there.

Family Life

SSIPTLIINSS S SININSENEN Yooy

| Egyptian farming

head of the family. Women were giye |
and respect, and enjoyed many rights, ll}ll he
inherit property and even take the reing 3 !
in their hands. For example, the I

legendary
Cleopatra, was known for her beauty anz:ir); ‘
Children were given freedom and hag oppogff

for enjoyment. The girls helped in the ho
chores. 4

The staple diet of the Egyptians wag
bread. Fruits, vegetables,
were also eaten.

: Wheat
dairy praducts gng 1

Amusements

Chess was the game Egyptian played for recr
They also played musical instruments sy
Harps, flutes, drums. They knew the art of §
and dancing. Hunting and fishing were pg
pastimes.

| An Egyptian chess board

The society was patriarchal. The father was the

palatial : A large and beautifully decorated building.
patriarchal : Ruled or controlled by men.

Luxurious : Extremely comfortable.

Linen : Cloth made from flax. o
Recreation : An activity done for pleasure ©
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T at Pyramid, Egypt
Religion

Religion was an important feature of Egyptian
society. The Sun God Ra was the most important
god. (The Pharaoh was considered the Son of Ra.)
Some gods were represented by symbols such as the
falcon, crocodile, etc. Some other gods were Isis,
Osiris, Horus, Anubis and Amon.

The embalmed body (mummy) was
placed in a coffin and put in a
pyramid. Many objects which were
used by the dead person were also
placed in the pyramid with the belief
that the dead person may need them.
Osiris — the lord of the after-life —
was an important god worshipped by

the Egyptians. The pyramids were the
tombs of Pharaohs.

The Egyptians believed in life after
death. They believed that the body
should be preserved so that the
soul might live on within it. They
developed the art of preserving the
body to great perfection —
called mummification.

An Egyptian
a process | Mummy

Achievements of the Egyptians
Pyramids

(The most impressive monument of the Egyptians are
Pyramids. They are large triangular structures.

The two most famous and spectacular ones- are

situated at Giza (Gizeh) near Cairo.) The largest
of the pyramids, the Great Pyramid was built by

Pharaoh Cheops (Khufu) in 2650 BCE. 1t is one of
the seven wonders of the world=and took 20 years-

to be built. The tomb of King Tutankhamen was
found intact in the 19203&

Cyramids were the tombs of Pharaohs. They
ontained mummies, clothes, jewellery and many

precious items. When a pharaoh died, his embalmed
body (mummy) was kept inside the pyramids. It

was protected and preserved so well that it has
survived for hundreds of years.

The Sphinx

It is a fine example of Egyptian sculpture. It is a
mythological animal with the body of a lion and the
head of a man. 1t is carved out of a single stone. It
was meant to guard the pyramid_s)

Embalmed : To treat a dead body with chemicals to
prevent it from decaying.

Pyramid : An ancient massive structure found

especially in Egypt with four triangular walls
that slope in to a point at the top.

History and Civics Class-6

Mummies ;

Dead bodies that have been preserved.
Mythological :

Related to the myths especially one

belonging to a particular religious or cultural
tradition,

21
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~Painted around 1500 BCE, the wall of a tomb at Thebes is decorated with scenes illustrating daily |ife
[ nancient Exypt.

The most remarkable among them is the Great they wro}c on the bark strips of plany
Sphingat Giza which is 240 feet long and 66 feet papyrus. ‘The word “paper’ has ity Origing
hit:h.’\\l ) word papyrus.))
the fRmples at Karnak and Abu Simbel are very '

impressive and awe-inspiring,

I_Egyptian

L T il

hieroglyphics

Mathematics, Science and Medicin

The Egyptians made great progress in arith
Egyptian Script They knew about addition, subtra
multiplication and division. They were aw
decimals and fractions. They could measure
volumes and distances.

[ Sphinx

(The Egyptians developed a kind of picture writing
known as hicroglyphic, which means sacred or holy
writing. The word ‘Hiero’ means ‘holy” and ‘glyphics’ |
means writings. Therefore, Hieroglyphics means They had made great progress in the fi
“Holy writings”. Pictures and signs represented their ~ medicine. One of their medical books g
ideas. It had about 500 signs. The Egyptians used  detailed description of blood-circulation
pens made of reed. Ink was made of gum and soot. ~ The achievement of the Egyptians Ln__t_hf_

Hieroglyphic : A system of writing mainly in pictorial Arithmetic : Involving addition, subtraction, multip:l
characters. and division of numbers, 2P

mathematics.
History and Oiics¢

~n L -
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of medicine can be proved by the facy ¢
qummies, kept thousands of years 400 at tl?e
o ?reserved, 80, are still
Astronomy
( The Solar Calen.dar has been one of the great

jchievements of the Egyptians. They neegd eg -
accurate knowledge of seasons, rains and :1 tln
for their farming. They observed that the star S?o' ;
&P?:,ared on the horizon when the floods redclr:ftzz
Cairo and this happened after every 365 days. It
inspired them to make the first known calen;iar
of 365 days in a year of 12 months, each of 30
days: five more days were added to the calendar for

celebration of religious festivals. )
4

Decline
Egypt prospered during the period of the new

kingdom. But by
It was conquered
to fight for their very ¥
from the regions to th _ .
; s the I\riedlterrancdn

| on bad days-

1000 BCE, Egypt fe! ol

by new powers. 1€
jstence again

f EgyP

leraohs 1
st the invaders
tin Africa

and the new powers acros
The last ruler of Egypt Was Cleopatra, ant :
Egypt became a part of the Roman Empire.

Enrich Your Knowledge

an Egyptian 4
for a short
g at

Tutankhamen was
Pharaoh who ruled
duration. He started rulin
the age of 9, that is why he was
nicknamed “Boy-King". He died at
the age of 18. His tomb discovered
in 1922, made “King Tut” on€ of
Egypt's most famous Pharaohs.

TIMELINE

The Old Kingdom (3000 — 2000 BCE) The New Kingdom (1580 — 1085 BCE)

wKingdom 1500
| y

BCE ¢ 1 t $ T 1 T 4 1 ! . ! 1 1 . 1 ! ! ! ] ! 1 1 ! |4= BCE
Y e s g o e s e W S R T
EEEIREET AR IR PR L

3000 2500 2000 1500 1000

3500

Middle Kingdom (2000 — 1750 BCE)

P POINTS TO REMEMBER &= o e

« The Egyp
part of Africa on the banks of River Nile.

Contribution of the Egyptians:

« Developed picture writing kn

x Pyramids, Sphinx and temple
and sculpture.

& They knew the four basic operatio
division.

x Great progress in medicine — ab

@
own as hiero

tian Civilisation is one of the oldest River Valley C

ook on blood circulation.
ontribution. They observed that the star Sirius appeared on the

ivilisations which was located in northeastern

glyphic, wrote on papyrus (a bark of a tree).
s at Karnak and Abu Simbel are the examples of Egyptian architecture

ns of arithmetic — addition, subtraction, multiplication and

.'/_ \—‘\
N

% The Calendar was their greatest C
floods exactly after 365 days. This inspired them to divide 365

horizon at Cairo when theré were

. —
U RN R OGN

. AL RO
RETTLY e ST RS

days into 12 months of 30 days each.

e
L g IP——
S INNNN——— T

\\——
Horizon : The line far away W
seems to meet the sKy.

i
Story and Civics Class-6

here the land or sea

Conquer : Overcome and take con
trol o
people) by military force. f (a place or

L 1 15

23

Scanned by CamScanner



CHAPTER AT A GLANCE

¢ North Eastern
part of Africa

e On the banks of
the river Nile

Loc

EGYPTIAN CIVILISATION

-

(A3

non
aon

Religion
Sun God Ra most
important

God represented by
symbols

Believed in life after
death

Mummification—art of
preserving the dead
body.

I. Tick (/) the correct answer.

1.

N

Il. Fill in the blanks,

The Egyptian kings were called ~P\'10:EC¢Q}1L .
H%\.hCQH‘?ﬁS the process of Preserving dead bodies.

The tombs of Pharaohs were called

(a) Sphinx (b) Hanging Gardens

On bank of which River did Egyptian Civilisation flourish?
(a) Amazon

Nile

The middle class included the

\jb»f Merchants

(a) King
. Who built the Great Pyramid?

(

(c) Hyksos
5. The most important God of ancient Egypt was

(

Pharaoh Cheops (Khufu)

Ra

(b) Isis

was the chief occupation of the Egyptians.

|

The old kingdom is known as the period of the

The staple diet of the Egyptians was

. Write True or False against th
1. The Egyptians perfertan «v

Society

e Three distinct
classes—Pharaoh
(King), merchants
and professionals;
& slaves and
labourers

e Patriarchal System

e Women rights
protected

(c) Tigris

(c) Slaves

Jgf Pyramids

Achievementg
Egyptian Script

Mathematics — proq,
arithmetic and geqp,

Medicine — presery,
the mummies

Solar calendar of 34

Architecture — Pyran
Sphinx, Temples

(d) Mun
(d) Eupl

(d) Lab

(b) King TutanKhamen

(€) Anubis

e following statements,

(d) King Nebuchadnezzar-I|

(d) Ame
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Indus Valley Civilisatio

TOPICS OF THE CHAPTER

LEARNING OBJECTIVES t e Discovery and s Society
o Identify and locate thg sites of Harappan | Extent e Occupation
Civilisation o'n an ou.tl!ge map of ltndlz; | « Main Sites . Am’usemef,
+ Question, discuss and appreciate the | Dress
sources to know the civilisation. * Sources ' O:ii:maer::s
. Compare the society then (in the past) | e Town Planning o Artand s
and now ; e The Great Bath o Religion
o Appreciate the contribution of Harappan | o Granaries o Script
ivilisation i world. * .
Civilisation in today’s | » Drainage System . Decline
. 4 .'.’...'.'_-.\.,-".J\'
Discovery and Extent INDUS VALLEY o ‘
, A . CIVILISATION VTN, Syt O
In 1921 an Indian archaeologist, Mr || m  Major Centres K ﬁ)-;? ST
Daya Ram Sahni, disc ve'gf;d the {| /Q o Llies it NN K
) om NakE Sl alley Civilisation S \, T
rLL'fuIl:f Omm}' of Harappa, In 1922 _E_gj] Present International- | ¢~ 1/ - —ry
Dr Rakhal Das Bannerjee discovered ==y o i SN
the ruins of Mohenjodaro in the |# . G¥ NS P4 7§l X
Larkana district of Sind. |These two ;:?,x._{‘i ‘ pglsu«\f_v'smghg /0’ nan arﬁ)"."
discoveries- . ' ,f/; __—gRakhiga 'méd
A ojpamg
« nullified the old theory that the Mo Seuali (3
histgry of India started with the , » KN (5,;\;;
coming of the Aryans. o N N T \A
R W\ - 3 g
« brought to light the fact that o O \n, b /4\, ///?}‘J
2 very advanced civilisation ' g 0|\
existed in India about 4500 ~ - -- - f
years ago. | g
. b st SRR — )
Indl?ss S,:ﬁ] thihs ltes belonged to the S £ _A Prabhas Patals padh % A \—C/ﬂ\) h
&Y, this civilisatiop - 5 S ~
ame
Archaeologist : People [_The indus Valley Civilisation Sites ‘ ;
. * People who specialise in archaeology, ‘ RA
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LRuins of Dholavira
10 be called the Indus Valley Civilisation. Harappa
was the first city to be discovered in India, so this

civilisation is also called ‘Harappan Civilisation:

Enrich Your Knowledge
Harappa was one of the oldest cities discovered by:
archaeologists. ‘Harappan cities developed about:
4500 years ago. Although Harappa was the first’

site to be discovered it lay in ruins.

Mohenjodaro is Jocated on the banks of the river

Indus in the Larkana district of Sind. Harappa is on
avi in the Montgomery (now

the banks of river R

Sahiwal, Pakistan) district in pakistan. Mohenjodaro

means ‘Mound of the Dead’ (
e

| Lothal Docr
Origin
The Indus Valley Civilisation appe

de )

._V:lffd from the diverse agricultural commun
M P . .
ound : A pile of earth constructed over 2 particular site.

‘Doc :
kyard : A place where ships are repaired o built.

ars to have

ities

 History ang Civics Class-6

in lhg region indicating its native origin. The site of
Mehrgarh (Pakistan), discovered in 1974, by a team
of archaeologists suggests that the carliest human
settlement existed there. The site is now recognised
as a predecessor of the Harappan Civilisntion)

Main Sites
More than 256 sites have been discovered in
large parts of North and Central India, Rajasthan,
North Western India, Sind and Baluchistan. Some
of the important sites (other than Harappa and

Mohenjodaro) discovered are given in the chart
——nf—

below.
it . _—
53 Sites Location Feature ;
Al st ab ._,,__,]_ﬁ L
1. | Lothal Gujarat Adockyard was
} found where ships
e _ docked.
2. | Kalibangan Rajasthan | Terracolta bangles
— found here
| | T on: ST
3. | Banawali Haryana Well constructed
T— (forttown
,_,a__,_,a_._,—_,_ﬂ_,-..,_.,_,,,,__ —
2. | sutkagendor | Pakistan L&%WI stone |
{——— | walls and gateways
B T
| Alamgirpur ar HSJ
° g Pradesh Lpan settlerlt_egt -
s |G jarat ‘vﬂvgié?-'ﬁé;ewoir
' uja :
6. | Dholavia ) found to storé wa-
T ter for agriculture
m—— ke
S ed clay used to MaKe”
Terracotta : A hard reddish br?v\vn bak
things.
L eed 27
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v Civilisation tlourished between
1300 BCE. In some places the
ted later than 1500 BCE.

~ X 3
\ 311
¢ DU anda

| o - % -~ AN N
Xcavations at
=1 le lod a
tiaAVy e W Loy
\ \‘.‘.‘.\\ S \\\‘1 AL UG
« & L

highly advanced city lite. Some
of the spectacular features of this civilisation are—

o Systematically planned cities

-

« Well developed roads with lamp-posts

e Remarkable planning of houses

e Excellent drainage system.

Sources

We learn about the Harappan Civilisation from
various sources, such as the Great Bath, citadel,
seals, their houses, pots, ornaments, etc., Qu;
_‘;\;od\'\"ledge of the Har:

Qur
appan Civilisation is based
entirely on arch

aeological remains. No adequate
written records are available.

Town Planning
'LThe cities of Hara
divided into two p

‘

PP2 and Mohenjodaro were

arts. The Upper Part was built
On 2 raised ground. It has beep described as the

‘Citadel’ or the Acropolis’ The Citade] had high
walls which provideq Protection again

/o) lived here,

' N L N ) . v 1 re
ditferent sites show that the Indus \Hu Lower Part, which w

Here were built public buildings like the

and religious buildings. Probably the ruliy

as much bigger, cor
the houses and workplaces of the comp
Each house was built with a cour'tya_rd,s
rooms, a toilet and_a well. All the build‘mgg~
built of burnt hric@h\rgc. blogks of houg
built along the sides of streets) These hioug
flat roofs. Many of these were double-stm
They were of different sizes. Some of these
like palaces while others were small. The
had open courty

101
'

-

ards and rooms were congt
suryounding the courtyard) .
-t

‘ . L K} - ‘

Q%e roads of the Indus Valley civilisatior

e wide and straight roads intersectin
other at right angles.

o The smaller streets joined the main
right angles.

e The streets had lamp-posts.

e The streets had the rounded corner.
carts could pass easily.

 Houses were built on both side

st floods. streets.
Excavations : Digging of land b

ancient objects,
Sites : Places where ancient remains are found

28 ee

Y archaeologists tq find

Citadel -

A strong fort at a site'high’abov‘
Burnt bricks -

Bricks burnt in a kiln to harden
Courtyard : An open space surrounded by r

History and (

Scanned by CamScanner



The Great Bath

(_Another famous structyre
,\101’161’.?0&11‘:0 is the Great Bath S
structure resembling a swi ctangular

R S mming pool i
an example of beautiful briclm-orka 4 o is

: s 243 metres de
e ep. . The
Great Bath was perhaps used for religio .

re
S us bathing.
+ had six entrances, a central bathing pool oauerié’s
i dressing rooms. Steps led to the bof(,tom of

discovered

the pool. Burnt bricks were used for the floor and
walls of the pool. There was an outlet to drajp the

used water. Water for the bath was taken from an
adjacent well”

An Assembly Hall was also found at Mohenjodaro.

It stood on twelve pillars made of burnt bricks. This
could have been used for prayer or assembly.

Granaries

Both Harappa and Mohenjgdaro had impressive
buildings in the Citadel.{in Mohenjodaro the
largest building discovered 15 the Great, Granary.
¢ was used for storing grains. But in the \gitadel of
Harappa, we find as many as six granarie ar the
eranaries brick platforms have been foulr: They

might have been used for threshing grain/)Many
i et

el — =
. =

R

I The Great Granary

%

two-room shelters have also been found nearby,
\ which could be the dwellings used by labourers.
Il theee granaries had been built close to the river

bank sg that grains could be easily transported by
boats/

\

Enrich Your Knowledge _
(:The In | ;

dus Valley people constructed.Dwelling
Houses. These houses were built on raised -

platform and varied in size. They were built

of brick, lime & gypsum. They had fewer
windows. Almost every house had wells, drains,
bathrooms, kitchens and courtyards.

Drainage System

The drainage system of the Harappan cities was
incredibleXihe rooms had sloping floors and had

drains which were connected to the street. drains.
The kitchen, too, had drainsX{The street drains

were covered with stone slabs”or bricks and had
manholes at regglar intervalsThese drains were
cleaned pegularl e main dfins emptied outside
the ci shows-that people of thcj'ldus Valley

were conscious of hygiene and sanitatign.

Lprainage System

Granary : A place where grain is stored.

Threshing : To separate the grains from the stalks by
beating.

A~

pwelling : A house where people live.

Drainage system : A network of drains-to draw out

water.

L L B
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Governance

The Indus cities were well administered. There i

no evidence that a king or a single ruler ruled the:

cities. The cities were probably administered by 2
committee of people comprising rich merchants and
priests. They looked after all aspects of life — trade,
taxes, law and order, etc.

Social Divisions

The society was probably divided into three classes.
The ruling class consisted of rich merchants and
the priests. They lived in the Citadel. The second
class or group was of small merchants, artisans
and craftsmen. They lived in the lower town. The
labourers formed the third group and lived in outer
limits of the city. Many farmers lived and worked
in the villages around the cities._)

Pause and think

Are there ‘any similarities or differences
between the Harappan society and present
" day society? Was there Gender equality?

L

Occupations

Agriculture

The main crops grown were wheat, rice, mustard,
sesame and barley. People ate meat, fish and éggs.
Fruits and milk were also popular. The Indus
people were the earliest people to grow cotton.
Oxen, buffaloes, goats, sheep, pigs, cats, dogs were
domesticated.

Trade

The Harappan people not only carried on internal
trade, they also traded with foreign civilisations.

Trade was carried on with Mesopotamh:

| Seal depicting a boat

Iraq) /and Afghanistan{ Mesopotamiap
been found in the Harappan cities, anq ]
seals in the cities of ancient Mesopoty,
trade was carried on from the port of [y
a big dockyard has been discovered, T
carried on with Egypt and Iran. A varietyf
and measures were used. The barter g
used for trade. They carried on internalt;
places located in modern Karnataka, Rajg
Kashmir. :

Other Occupations

Besides farming, the Harappan people
different occupations — weaving, pottery,
making, metal working, toy-making, ston
seal making and trading. The art of potte
had reached great heights in this civilisa

—

| Pottery

J B |

Administer : To govern a country, region, etc

Committee : A group of people chosen to do a
particular work or to take decisions.

Weaving : To make cloth by crossif
hand or on a loom.
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Amusements and Recreation Women wore short skirts tied at the waist. Both

Harappan people amused themselves in many ways, ~ ™¢0 and women wore ornaments. Women wore
cople enjoyed indoor games rather than outdoor ~ Mecklaces, bracelets, bangles and earrings. Men
games. Toys like small clay carts, figures of animals, ~Wore amulets. The rich people wore jewellery made

ttles, whigtles made of terracotta, and dolls have ©f gold and silver; the poor wore jewellery made of
};a en f’ound§ bone, copper and she1>
e )

?r t and Craft
_A bronze figure of a dancing girl

has been found at Mohenjodaro.
One of the stone statues shows
a bearded nobleman or priest
~wearing a shawl. The-figures of
animals, birds and men, painted
on pottery, show the artistic skill
of the people. Some .of the pots
are highly glazed and painted.
(_They produced images, utensils,
People enjoyed singing and dancing. They played a  Vvarious tools and weapons
éa_/me similar to modern chess and dice.) such as axes, saws, knives and

ress and Ornaments spears.)Spinning, brick-laying,

boat-making, seal-making and
People usually wore cotton clothes. Woollen clothes terracotta manufacture were
vere also worn. Men wore two pieces of cloth. One  jmportant crafts.
vas a ‘Shawl’ worn on the upper part of the body.
he lower garment was like the modern “Dhoti”. Seals

The greatest artistic creations of the Harappan
culture are the seals. About 2000 seals have been

found. Many of them carry short inscriptions with

pictures of one-horned bull, buffalo, tiger, elephant,
goat, etcy

| Toy cart

| The Dancing Girl

They were also used by merchants to mark their
goods. The seals had animal figures and picture-like
signs on them. They give us an idea of their religion.
They are square or rectangular tablets made of clay.
The script on these seals has not been deciphered

as yet.
| Beautiful jewellery has been found at Harappa
| int : i iting.
Amulet : A small piece of jewellery worn to protect Script : A particular system Of.WrI |f8
against bad luck. Decipher : To interpret the meaning of.
Spear : A throwing weapon with long shaft and
sharp head.
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| Seals from Indus Valley Civilisation

Religion

The Harappan people worshipped trees and
animals. Pipal tree was regarded as sacred. At
various sites clay figures of Mother Goddess have
been found. A three-faced figure surrounded by
a tiger, a rhinoceros, a buffalo and an elephant is
also found. According to some historians this is the
earliest representation of Lord Shiva as “Pashupati”.

(

I's

The most important animal to be

worshipped was the humped
bull

Inhabitants of the Indus valley
worshipped gods in the form
of trees, animals and human
beings. But the gods were not
placed in templgr.

CThe Harappans believed in life
after death. They buried their |
dead with ornaments and other | pyoyea
things which belonged to the
dead person. |

Enrich Your Knowledge_.

The Harappan culture belongs to the 8
Bronze had been discovered by the
the Indus Valley Civilisation. The bron®
mixed copper (which came from R
and Balachistan) and tin (which c™
Afghanistan and Iran) to form thei

bronze. Bronze statues have been found!
excavations. ;

Sacred : Relating to god or religion.
Inhabitants : People originally living in a place.
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Buried : Put a corpse inside a grave.

History a7
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pashupati Seal

Scrip!

The Harappan people had developed the art of
Nearly 400 signs have been found, but
have not been able to interpret the script.
It is some kind of pictographic script reporting
words, objects etc. 1t is the carliest form of writing

wriling.
historians

u)'.clt‘d in Indi.l.

(

Decline of the Civilisation

Historians do not know the real cause but there
many theories about the fall of the i
writers believe that Harappan cities were destroved
by the invaders, who could have been the Ar a);ls
Others believe that natural calamities like ﬂ(fod:;.
carthquakes, epidemics might have destroyed thf;
civilisation. It is also possible that river Indus might
have changed its course and turned the region into
a desert. j

are
civilisation, Some

The Harappan Culture existed between 2500 BCE
and 1500 BCE. Around 1750 BCE, cities of Harappa
and Mohenjodro declined but other cities faded out
gradually,

The Indus Valley Civilisation was the earliest known
urban civilisation of India. Though these cities are
in ruins, their history and culture instil a feeling of
pride in our rich and glorious past. The Indus Valley
Civilisation was one of the cradles of magnificent

ancient civilisations.
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Speci 3
pecial features : Wheat and barley grown;

CHAPTER AT A GLANCE

TR oS e

> An urban civilisation; . e and woollen clothes, o
> Weit\-planned cities and proper drainageé worn by both men and women
system; : .

> T‘:)e Great Bath at Mohenjodaro; Bea“:{:ﬁ: FS’;’:EW and toys;

> The granaries, public buildings in the > Beaull -

citadel;

Traded with Mesopotamia and Afghanistan.
Religion — people worshipped Mother Goddess and Pas
animals such as the humped bull.
This civilisation flourished roughly between :
The civilisation could have come to an end due to I
Mohanjodaro is a UNESCO world Heritage site. -

hupati. They also worshipped pipa]

2500 BCE and 1500 BCE.
nvasion, earthquakes or floods.

ﬁ . L3 B4 . ﬁ\
Indus Valley Civilisation
2500 BCE-1500 BCE
N
flichievements : A Location and Important Sites : \
s amazing town planners <— e North and Central India, Rajasthan,
s great builders NW India, Sind, Balochistan.
e efficient system of drainage e Lothal, Kalibangan, Ropar,
e good traders Banawali, Mohenjodaro, Harappa.
e developed their own script \ —
e seals used to stamp goods /
\ﬁ 4 / Economy : \
Decline of the Civilisation : \ e agriculture, craft, artisans
e destroyed by invaders <«— e potters, masons, jewellers
e natural calamities such as, e both land and sea trade
earthquakes, floods, epidemic e important port Lothal
¢ Indus might have changed its course e trade with Mesopotamia,
. 7 v . Afghanistan, Greece, Egypt.

A Religion and Beliefs : A

e worshipped trees, animals,
mother goddess, pashupati.

\* believed in life after death. 9
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’ LEARNING OBJECTIVES

related to it.

it to the epics.

between the early and Later Vedic period.

Later Vedic Society.

The Vedic Period or the Vedic Age refers to the time
period when the Aryans arrived in India. The Vedic
- Civilisation flourished from 1500 BCE - 600 BCE.
The history of the Vedic period is based mainly on
the Vedic texts such as the Vedas, Upanishads, Epics
etc. It is the earliest Civilisation in Indian history of
which we have written records.

Many great changes took place in India during the
period of Vedic civilisation (1500 BCE - 600 BCE).
The Aryans developed this civilisation. During
B this period agriculture was well developed and

! ;igllclliﬁcant progress was made in social and cultural
£ Nelds,

-

. Define the term ‘Vedic' and list the various literature
« Summarise the lifestyle of the Vedic period by relating o
« Discuss and identify the differences and similarities
« Trace the changing position of woman in early and

o Analyse and appreciate the rich cultural heritage of
India in terms of values, beliefs and traditions.

ToPICS OF THE CHAPTER
 Origin of the Aryans

e Sources

Early Vedic Period - Po!it?cal
Organisation, Social Life, Religion,
Food and Dress, Amusements,
Occupations, Transport and
Trade

o Later Vedic Period - Political
Organisation, Social Life, Religion,
Economy, Literature, Science,
Gurukul System of Education

Origin of the Aryans

There is uncertainty about the origin of the Aryans.
There are different theories about it :

o They were original inhabitants of India.

o They migrated from the Arctic regions.

o They spread out from Central Europe.
But according to the most historians the Aryans
came from Central Asia in about 1500 BCE. It is
believed that Persians, Indians, Greeks and Romans
must have lived together in very ancient times in
Central Asia. This theory is based on common
words and other similarities in Sanskrit and the
European languages. For example :

Upanishads One of a class of Vedic treatises dealing with

philosophical aspects of human life.

History and Civics Class-6

Epic : A long narrative poem recounting the deeds
of heroic or legendary figures.

ee2 45
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INDIA — VEDIC CULTURE

REFERENCEC =
About 1500-1000 B.C.E.
D Region inhabited by early
Vedic people (Sapta Sindhu) ]
1000-600 B.C.E. Region inhabited

D by later Vedic people
D)i/recﬁon of movement from

> Sapta Sindhu to Ganga Plains

O Major Cities
Present International Boundary

o

Pa e =
-iﬁ

o

|_Extent of the Aryan Civilisation

Similarities in Language I
/ English I

/ Sanskrit / Persian

/ petri / pidar { father
’ matri / madar / mother
‘] bhrata / biradar / brother

The Aryans who came to India in about 1500 BCE
are called ‘Indo-Aryans. They first settled in the area

known as ‘Sapta Sindhu!

‘Sapta Sindhu’ referred to the region around the
seven rivers - Indus and her tributaries — Jhelum,
Chenab, Ravi, Beas, Satluj and Saraswati. This area
was named ‘Brahmavarta’ by them meaning the

land of gods.
The Aryans came to India in groups. From Punjab
hey moved and spread over the Gangetic Valley and

I_Vedic Literature

then southwards as far as the Vindhya Mounti
The land they settled down was called ‘Aryavartd

them. The original inhabitants were called Das

by the Aryans. The Dasyus were subjugated byt
Aryans. ' |

Sources
The main historical sources of this period
literary and archaeological.

Tributary : A river feeding a larger river.

Subjugate : To defeat a pe-rsolr,[ or groupaﬂtf
obey you. = Bk
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The Literary Sources

The Vedic literature, i.e. the Vedas, are the most
important. The word ‘Veda’ means knowledge. The
Vedas — Rig Veda, Sama Veda, Yajur Veda and
Atharva Veda — contain hymns composed in praise
of gods. Before they were finally written down,
these hymns were passed on orally from generation
to generation. The Rig Veda which was composed
in 1500 BCE is the chief source of information.
The Vedas give us a lot of information about the
religious beliefs and practices of the Aryans. Other
literary sources are the Upanishads, Brahmanas,
Puranas, Aranyakas and the Epics — the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata. The author of the Ramayana
was Valmiki and the Mahabarata was written by
Ved Vyas. The two epics provide information about
the social, economic, political and cultural life of
the people. This is the reason why the whole period
. from 1500 BCE to 600 BCE is known as the Vedic
} Age. The Vedic Age is further divided into the Early
Vedic Age (1500 BCE - 1000 BCE) and Later Vedic
Age (1000 BCE - 600 BCE).

| Painted Greyware

———

Archaeological Sources

Archaeological evidence about the Vedic Age
includes some distinctive pottery which is called
Painted Grey Ware (PGW). This painted grey ware
was found in the excavations made at Hastinapura
and at Atranjikhera.

BRAHMAVARTA : EARLY VEDIC PERIOD

Political organisation

The Aryans were divided into many tribes. Each
tribe settled in a particular area and a number of
villages sprang up. Each tribe had a king or ruler,
selected for his bravery and wisdom. The king had
to perform both military and religious duties. His
chief duty was to protect the tribe and its territory.
He was called ‘Rajar’. The king was assisted in his
work by a Senani (commander of the army) and a
Purohit (chief priest). The village head (Gramini)
also helped the king. The Gramini looked after the
village administration and kept a fighting force
ready to help the king in times of war.

The Aryans had two important assemblies— the
Sabha and the Samiti. The Samiti was an assembly
of all the people of the village. The Sabha was
a smaller body consisting of senior citizens and
important members. These assemblies checked the
power of the king. The king treated them with great
respect. The Sabha gave its advice to the king on
important matters.

L_Sam'\ti

Hymns : A song in praise of God.

- History and Civics Class-6
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Social Life

Family

The Aryans lived in villages and each village was
called grama’. The village consisted of a number of
families. The society was patriarchal. Each family
was known as a ‘Kul'. The eldest male member of
the family was considered the head and he made all
the decisions which others had to accept. The head
of the family was called Grihapati.

Status of Women

Yomen were respected and treated at par with men
and given education. The wife was the husband’s
partner in all religious and social ceremonies. A
father’s property was inherited by all his children.
Sati and purdah system did not exist. Girls had
the freedom to choose their husbands through the
system of ‘Swayamvara’

Women were given a high status in the society. They
were educated and actively attended assemblies and
participated in debates. They also composed hymns.
The system of widow remarriage was accepted.

Gargi and Maitreyi were two highly educated
women who lived during this time.

S o
——————

Gargi debating with Yajnavalkya

The Four Varnas
The

« >
Varna’ system was an im

portant feature of the

— e ymns, 4
Nherited : 19 receive from an ancestor as g right |

Enrich Your Knowledge
Some renowned women scholars of Ved\'?f
period were Vishwara, Ghosha, Lopamuydr a
Mudgalini who composed some of the R ”
hymns. Gargi, philosopher,
renowned sage Yajnavalkya.

g
i
debated with mosrtC

&
3

Vedic Society. There were four Varnas — Bm’""ﬂna
Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra. This System ™
based on occupations of the people and p;
birth.
o The teachers were called Brahmanas, wh alsg
conducted religious ceremonies.
o Kshatriyas were rulers, administrators ang
warriors,
o farmers, merchants were called Vaishyas and
o the group that served all the three classes 1y
called Shudra which also comprised artisang
and labourers.

Op

During the Early Vedic period the Varna systen,
was flexible and no restrictions were placed o
occupations. But towards the end of the Later
Vedic Period, the occupations became hereditary
and the people from the same Occupation formed
a particular varna. Slowly the varna system became
very rigid and discriminatory.

Religion

The Aryans worshipped nature and its forces like
the sun, earth, sky, wind, rain and fire, These‘é
became their gods and goddesses. Prayers were
offered to Agni, the ﬁre-god, Varun, the watf:r-god{j
Indra, the god of rain ang war. Surya, the Sun-God,
Was very important. Indra wag the most important
(;qd. Th emples or images for worship.
4/nas were performed and worship was carried out
;ln the open with simple offerings and chaﬁting?:'

Hereditary : Received by inheritance,
Rigid :  Inflexible
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Some of the important Gods of the Vedic period
were :

God Worshipped as
® Varun Water-God, God of seas
® Indra God of Rain, Storm and War
® Surya Sun-God
® Agni God of Fire
® Vayu God of Wind
® Usha Goddess of Dawn
| * Prithivi Mother Goddess
9 Pause and think

§' - The Aryans worshipped nature and its various
' manifestations. Have you ever thought why
& it was s0? Who were the female goddesses
I worshipped during the Vedic Age?

- K
:hﬂ“_.. L i |

Food and Dress

The food of the Aryans consisted of fruits,
vegetables, barley, and dairy products such as milk,
ghee and butter. Sometimes meat was also eaten.
The vedas also refer to consumption of drinks ‘Sons’
and “Sura’ Whereas Sura was an intoxicating drink,

consumed on festivals, Som was taken only during
special religious ceremonies.

The Aryans dressed in clothes made of cotton and
wool. Men wore dhotis and turbans. Women wore
sarees. Both men and women wore ornaments made
of gold, silver, and other metals.

Amusements

Chariot racing, hunting, gambling, singing, dancing,
playing musical instruments were the favourite
amusements of the Aryans. They loved to play the

game of dice. The flute, the drum and lute were their
favourite instruments.

ER SN
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I_Chariot race

Economic Life

In the beginning, the Aryans were pastoral. Later,
they settled down and started living in one place.

Intoxicating : Causing excitement and loss of control Lute : A musical instrument like a guitar.
0 over senses. Pastoral : N :
Maments : A useful accessory worn to decorate oral: Nomadic.

oneself.

History ang Civics Class-6
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The Rig Veda mentions the importance of cows. The
farmers of this period had a fair idea about various
seasons of farming. The plough is also mentioned
in the Rig Veda.

Agriculture and cattle rearing were the main
occupations. Other occupations were pottery
making, weaving, carpentry, jewellery-making,
metal working, fishing. Chariot making was an
important occupation. Iron was discovered during
this age (1000 BCE) and metal working became
very important.

Priests occupied a prestigious position in the society.
They not only conducted religious ceremonies
and sacrifices but acted as teachers and doctors.
They knew about medicinal herbs and plants and
attended to the sick. Cattle were considered the
symbol of wealth and status in the Aryan society.
The greater the number of cows a person had, the
richer he was considered. A person owning many
cows was called a Gopati.

Transport and Trade

The use of horse was unknown in India before the
coming of Aryans. The Aryans introduced the horse
in India. Horses were used for drawing chariots.
Ownership of a chariot was regarded as a status
symbol in the Vedic society. Boats were used for
water transport.

ARYAVARTA : LATER VEDIC PERIOD

The period between 1000 BCE to 600 BCE is
known as the Later Vedic Period. The Aryans now
settled in the Gangetic valley. This period has been
reconstructed on the basis of two sources; the
Vedas, the epics and the archaeological remains
from the regions such as Hastinapur and the upper
Gangetic plains.

Political Organisation

Small tribal organisation of Early Vedic Period now
expanded and took the shape of large kingdoms.

|

Some of the kingdoms established in [ate
Period are—
e Kuru (modern Haryana, Delhi and Weste
part of U.P), L
« Kosala (region of Awadh in U.P),
o Magadh (region of Patna and Gaya)
e Kashi (Benaras)

The position of the king became stronger.

o He gained absolute power and his POSitig,
became hereditary. ‘

o The king began claiming himself y, be
the representative of God. Powerfu] King,
performed the Ashwamedha, Vajapeyq ang
Rajasuya sacrifices.

« The king assumed titles of Samrqt ang
Maharajadhiraj. As kingdoms increaseq i
size, powers of the king also increaseq an;
administration became complex. The kjp,
now required more officers to help him f
administration.

r Ve(h(

Vaishya

| The four varnas

Chariot : A cart pulled by horses used in ancient times
in battles and races.

Ashwamedha : A religious exercise to display the power
of a ruler and establish his unquestioned

50 see

power over the area through which his ho®;
wandered without being stopped. = ..« &
Rajasuya : A ritual performed to bestow Supre w3
power on the king when be ascended V%
throne. :

History and kas
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genani became very im}?ortant as he helped
. o expand his territory. Another officer
Jined importance was the Sangrihitri’ or the
who gﬂectof- The two assemblies, Sabha and Samiti,
tax coheir jmportance. The common people could
Jost ;ﬂ’or d to attend the meetings of the Sabha ang

not ;. Hence, these assemblies were attended only
San:;1 e' rich and the influential. These assemblies
by

- nOW dominated by the aristocracy.
wer

cocial life

The Family
The fact that the birth of a son in the family was
med, shows that society was patriarchal. The
WEI'Ct(i)on of women deteriorated during the period.
v\(r)(f:nen were considered inferior to men now. They
were denied education and not allowed to read
Vedic literature. Polygamy was practised by the
ypper class and rich incluc.ii.ng the ruling princes.
Taking care of their families and serving their
pushands was all women were supposed to do,
though religious ceremonies were still considered
incomplete without them.Widow remarriage was

Jooked down upon.

The Four Varnas

Another significant change that came during this
period was the rigidity in the varna system. Now

merit was discarded and birth into a family became
important, which means the children of a vaishya or
shudra were no longer allowed to teach, or fight in
the battlefield and had to be in the same profession

as their fathers, irrespective of their capabilities and
Interest. Varna became hereditary.

Brahmanas and kshatriyas became the privileged
class which paid no taxes. The Vaishyas came next,
they had to pay taxes. The shudras had no rights
and were ill-treated as they were considered as
untouchables. They did lowly and menial jobs.

Religion

In the Later Vedic Period the mode of worship
became complex and complicated. The Early Vedic
gods such as Indra, Agni, Varun, etc., lost their
importance and were replaced by Brahma, Vishnu
and Shiva. Brahma was worshipped as the creator;
Vishnu as the preserver; and Shiva, as the destroyer.
A yajna was the most common ritual. Sometimes,
elaborate yajnas were organised, where a large
number of priests chanted mantras for days. The
priests were looked upon as messengers of God and
enjoyed great power and prestige.

Towards the end of this period, certain people
began to raise their voice against the complicated

rites, rituals, animal sacrifices and the importance
of Brahmanas.

P
teriorateq ; Became worse.,

Pol . .
Y8amy : The practice of having more than one wife
at the same time.

ity :
Y ang Civics Class-6

Menial : Work not requiring much skill and lacking
prestige.
Elaborate : Bigger and complex.

ees 51
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Economy

Use of fron became common during this perlod,
A number of implements and weapons were made
with iron, Though ageiculture was still the most
important occupation, other cralls such as weaving,
leather work, pottery, carpentry and ’iv\\'vllm'y
making developed. Rice began to be cultivated
alongwith that of barley and wheat. Trade (lourished
in this period and there way growth of towns and
cities towards the end of this period,

Literature
Three Vedas - Sama Veda, the Yajur Veda and the
Atharva Veda were composed. The Upanishads were
also composed towards the end of this period.

Upanishads

The Upanishads dwell on philosophical aspects of

human life. Questions such as : What is God? Who is
God? What is life? Where does one o after death? are
dealt in them, ‘They lay stress on Karma (action) and
Moksha (salvation). According to the Upanishads,
a mans condition and position are determined by
his actions in his previous life. The Aryans believed
in dharma’ ie., the right way of living. As time
progressed, superstitions and misbeliefs crept into
religion.

!
as
TwwTy @0 ardm ;1(,\')-;:'-)'-?-!*(-:::‘l;';mm-m.)\m},i.\’-
Wﬂwgiunnu~:.'(mmx(un)uurz.l:qu_masq"m{qmm,
i‘f‘i’ﬂﬁcl:l.’ll:'sﬁl‘”(lf‘-?ilﬂd:i!("{R-’i'li'f-(lll"\‘{g'qm'qlnw‘
AN uild g dyaimaiiag g a1 ani Qiganay
¥ srl‘m-lnura‘mi-wu.i«u:u--h.l{mhm-‘:)r'\mnw:wmq‘,ﬁ’lf
S (uvizuu_.'\z H’_.’l 7293 s un !i .\,“(;'yx:, “(‘l!v‘ﬁlEf'
AV AR G0 Fales ailiry RRALLRLELES 7 B R UL
¥ imﬁﬂh':“"ﬂ MXFYX el Y R RN TP

Wdargpa ALY Ly 2 adh ity

.7.!1’-’:7'{1:;./{; A 51[!“’”“"”'&‘i{‘?i‘-ivl\fli('f('?h' TRy WY
7“'{',"“5,;’\1 Ty K (BRI Vet «}\Q“é.)bn
U IRERE AT TN Yo 32 @) o 18y

My H

{

| Page of Ken Upnishada

This periad also witnessed the writing of the
preatepics — the Ramayana and the /\/lulmhlm,-”:::)
The Ramayana

It was written by Sage Valmiki in Sanskrig,
the story ol Rama, an incarnation of Lord Vishml'
It contains ideal characters like Rama, l,ukshnmm'
Bharat, Hanuman and Sita. 1t describes Q "
between Ramaand Ravana, ruler of Lanka, Ramy kill
Ravana and rescues Sita,

The Mahabharata

It was written by Sage Ved Vyas in Sanskrit I
is - long epic which describes the greay batg),
fought between the Pandavas and the Kauray
Kurukshetra.

ll lc”‘

‘as |

The epics are the main source of information aboyf
the political and social conditions prevailing in the
Lipic Age. 'They are not only of great literary value
but they also reveal high ideals of life. The Bhagyq,
Gita, a part of Mahabharata, is one of the sacreq
books of the Hindus. It teaches that the sou j
immortal. Though the body dies, the soul does not,
Science

The Aryans also studied various branches of science,
They made accurate calendars and could predict the
time of eclipses. In mathematics they were fairly
advanced as they knew Anka ganita (arithmetic),

Rekha ganita (geometry) and Beej ganit (algebra)
astronomy and astrology (jyotish).

Gurukul System of Education

The Guru-Shishyaq tradition was followed in
education. A student (Brahmachari) of 7 years was
sent to Gurukul (family of 4 teacher) where he
lived with his Gury, Vedic literature, mathematics,
medicines, astronomy, astrology etc. were the

subjects students would learn. Education was
transmitted orally, as

Implements : Tools
Philosophy : The study of the fundamental nature and
purpose of human life.
Superstitions : Mistaken beliefs.

Incarnation : A God or deity born as a human being.

52 L 1)

Immortal : Living or continuing forever. oy
Eclipse : The total or partial obscuring of one celestid &
body by ariother,

Astrology : The study of the positions a'ndﬁldve',"‘e.“”i

F
;-4,

of the stars, planets and how they mlgh!f.*_.

influence people and events.

. History and Civics
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Vanprastha -
This was the third
stage of his life
when he gave up
the materialistic
world and went
to the forest for
meditation.

Grihastha - This was the
second stage of his life
when he got married and
fulfilled his responsibilities
towards his family.

Sanyasa - The
fourth and last
stage in which
he was supposed
to give up all
worldly ties and
preach the moral
values.

o learnt, sword fighting,

: als
They ling, etc. to be used in

archery, wrest
the battlefields.

Students served their guru and paid
yrudakshina or remuneration after
the completion of their education,

according to their ability.

Long ago, there lived a boy named

Eklavya who belonged to the hunting

community. He wanted to learn

Archery from the the Great Guru |
Dronacharya. But Dronacharya |
only taught Princes. He refused to |

Tell A-Tale

teach him. Eklavya prepared an

image of Drona out of clay and
began practising archery. One day,

a dog disturbed him while he was
practising. He shot five arrows {#&.cs

so carefully into the dog's mouth |
that they silenced the dog without |

harming the animal. When Guru s .

Dronacharya saw this, he was

amazed at the skills of Eklavya. He saw the clay image made
by Eklavya. He asked Eklavya to give his right thumb as ‘Guru-
Dakshina’, which is given by the student to his Guru at the end
of teaching. Without any hesitation Eklavya took out his knife
and cut off his right thumb and placed it at the feet of Guru

Dronacharya. Dronacharya blessed

him. Eklavya is still praised

as the most obedient and brave student.

+The Sport of shooting arrows.
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TIMELINE -

Early Vedic Age (1 500 BCE - 1000 BCE)

-Disco;e of Iron
BCE“;;[:}:IIIII!IIIII‘:}::I{:}%Y?!:I!llllll
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1100 10\00 900 800 700 6:)0 500 o
Later Vedic Age (1000 BCE - 600 BCE)
POINTS TO REMEMBER
The Aryans developed the Vedic Culture from 1500 BCE to 600 BCE.
Their original home was in Central Asia.
They were nomads and came to India in 1500 BCE and occupied the Sapt Sindhu area. They gradualy,
spread from the Himalayas to the Vindhyas. !

The literary and archaeological finds are the historical sources.

The literary sources of the Aryans consist of the four Vedas, the Upanishads and the two Epics.

The political administration consiste

d of the king or Rajan as head of a tribe. H
Ruled with the help of Senani and Pu

e had great power.
rohit and two assemblies — the Sabha and th

e Samiti,
ges. The family was the smallest unit with the old
n as Gramini. Main occu
carpentry and making iron implements. Food gro
consisted of dhoti for men and sarees for women. Amus
dancing and singing. Society was divided into four varnas
These were not rigid in the Early Vedic Period but bec

Religion — Aryans worshipped nature — Indra, Agni and Varun. They performed yajnas. In the Latey

Vedic Age Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva became important gods. Religion was simple in the Early Vedic
Age but became complicated in the Later Vedic age.

Social life — Aryans lived in villa est member ag the
pations — agriculture, pottery, chariot making,
wn — rice, wheat, fruits and vegetables. Dresg
ements were hunting, gambling, chariot racing,
— brahmanas, kshatriyas, vaishyas and shudrag
ame rigid during the Later Vedic Period.

weaving,

The Aryans made great progress in science. Arithmetic, al

gebra and geometry were known to them. They
knew about eclipses, astronomy and astrology.

Women were greatly respected during the Early Vedic Period. They took active part in assemblies anc

debates and composed hymns during the early vedic period. Their importance declined during the Late
Vedic Period.
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1y Vedic Age
Early ™ Later Vedic A
ettled in the land they called a edic Age :
Erl;‘;:af/an‘a. Y X e Aryans moved eastward, land they settled is
Bra iV . called ‘Aryavart'
o SOUrCES — R'Q. e(?a, excavations e sources — Vedas, excavations
o political organisation e political organisation
_ king powerful — King very powerful
_ assemblieskept a check on power of the king ~ power of assemblies declined
o society — many officers assisted the king
_ family patriarchal & socity
fa:mi: respected — family patriarchal
= W tem established though not rigid — status of women deteriorated
F varfla o= em‘ i — agriculture chief occupation
- agriculture chief accuipation — varna system became rigid. Varnas based on
_ worshipped forces of nature birth.
- religion simple, no images — religion complicated
i i uring this period. — three Vedas, Upanishads and Epics written
- RigVeda written during this p kel

L Tick (/) the correct answer.
1. The group that served all the three varnas was called

(@) Brahmana (b) Kshatriya (c) Vaishya (d) Shudra
2. Which of the following Vedas was not composed during the Later Vedic period?
(@) Rig Veda (b) Sama Veda () Yajur Veda (d) Atharva Veda
3. Who among the following was a Water-God?
(a) Agni (b)Varun (c) Surya (d) Indra
Syng Civics Class-g . sec 55
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